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Abstract

Narrative is a discourse requiring linguistic, cognitive, social, and other skills. In this study, we explored how the
narrative develops in the school age children by comparing summaries of the Japanese fable “Momotaro” made by
the students of different grades. The 42 elementary school students (7 in each grade) were divided into three groups
of two grades each and were asked to orally summarize the story after listening to it. Though the number of clauses
used in the narrative showed no difference among the groups, the lower grade missed some constituents. In the
middle grades some critical contents (criterion propositions) did not reach the required rate of occurrence, making
the summary insufficient. The upper grade students differentiated the essential and the non-essential components
and constructed the summary with better story structure. It was considered that they could utilize knowledge of
the narrative grammar to logically construct the summary and could identify and utilize important contents, which
requires multiple information processing skills. We concluded that the narrative summary skill is associated with
the development of meta cognitive skills to monitor one’s narratives and with the Japanese reading and writing

competencies acquired in the language art education.
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