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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to make explicit the difficulties that home visiting nurses feel in administering grief
care and shed light on the challenges regarding basic nursing education and in-service education. An anonymous
self-administered questionnaire was sent by regular mail to 372 home visiting nurses at 124 locations in the
Prefecture A and among 180 who responded (response rate: 48.4%), 165 respondents (valid response rate: 44.4%)
were tabbed as the subjects to be analyzed, 156 of whom were female (94.6%) and at age 47.9+9.5 on average. Of the
subjects, 20.0% had experience of grief care training in basic nursing education and 26.1% answered that on-the-job
grief care education was available at their visiting nursing station. As to the indication of the difficulties in grief care,
there were 22 check points among 41, with no significant differences with regard to years of experience. However,
there were significant differences observed between the basic nursing education and the in-service education and
the difficulty levels were low among those who had both of the education opportunities. As a result, it was made

obvious that the grief education at the both stages must be more strengthened.
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