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Abstract

To provide better support to people with dementia and their families, it is important to understand the
development of Alzheimer's disease (AD) from the early stage to the end-of-life. However, it is still unclear
whether students who are studying to become health care providers understand the difficulties that arise with the
progress of AD. The purpose of this study was to examine the extent to which students who enrolled in the Medical
Welfare University recognize the progression of AD. Undergraduate students of the Medical Welfare University

(n = 127) were asked about their contact experience with people with dementia, knowledge of dementia, and
their understanding of the advanced stages of AD. It was investigated that many students had contact experience
and knowledge of the people with dementia. During the recognition of the advanced stages of AD, many students
described the cognitive dysfunction that people experienced from mild to advanced stages of AD; however, there
was little understanding of the decline in physical functions in advanced AD. Because the many types of dementia
are characterized by a progressive decline in cognitive and physical functions, it is necessary to educate students
about advanced dementia.
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