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Abstract

The Hand of Ethelberta, the fifth published work of Thomas Hardy’s fourteen long
novels, is regarded as minor novel ih every respect, especially because of his failure to
make it a comedy in spite of appending the subtitle, A comedy in Chapters. However, the
heroine Ethelberta, the daughter of a butler, is more interesting and unique than most
other women in Hardy’s novels. She is a woman with a man’s disposition who has innate
respect for the upper class. From the moment that she decides to marry a rich but old
aristocrat for the sake of her poor large family, she rejects her true love, but succeeds in
getting her husband as well as his estate under the control of her own hands. In addition
to this, she can continue to write an epic poem which is her long cherished desire. This
is, so to speak, the story of a woman’s success in life.

The theme of self-sacrifice in marriage for the security of her family is very tragic in
cases like Tess in Tess of the d’Urbervilles, but in the case of Ethelberta, even if her
attempt to persuade herself to be the wife of a wealthy viscount and achieve her ambition
is only a sophism, we don’t feel any tragic, because she lives with her own philosophy of
life and pushes it through.

I will treat, in this essay, the current ideas and background of 19th century and
Ethelberta’s life-style as the New Woman aiming at women’s independence by marriage.
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(Far from the Madding Crowd, 1874) &,
KVEDBEVENIRHR]) ( The Return of The Native,
1878) DRMDEDHEM L Lo L THI 1,
FrERL Z WARRZBEC DL ) THICH L 722
borBbns, Ll [FX] 0L hE
DFERHFFRT: b L KMEL L TR 2%
F72k 9 TH 5>,

Hardy 13 = 11 3 TOHBE/NED &, BORICH
AL, ZZTELIZTDLE/LVKRDEEY
B # EB/HICER L, HERIcE



N—=T"4 N The Hand of Ethelberta 1=

T 5MENENEILE ZUCHEIG L T AR
DBEIADH S JER 2 ZRRICHIZ 5 & L7z
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The novel is subtitled ‘A Comedy in Chap-
ters’, but in spite of some resolute attempts at
witty dialogue, humorous situation and epi-
grammatic comment, one’s reflection on clos-
ing the book is that Hady’s pursuit of the
comic spirit is somewhat less than half-
hearted?.
(Italic mine)
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HIROMRICIZ % 6§, FREPGHEEZEL T
LDEMDFDL, FLT, VT4 TTILL A
A ML T, HERTERDO~T7> P 7L TH
ERERT B Y, TEAAGOXETICEE TR
FKANELT, 2 FL L2 IcEE TS
Zrizhs, BRLELIEFIELT, Sbidin
HMEETH 5. Lo L, ML rE 21T,
B E B DATEIC L 72D h, DD
RplRy, BV RIS TAZ W,

2. BAER

AL W FNTEORA TIX, HETD
T T LN IZE S TENTHKRA THR S R,
T D2URHEATH ), RAELERBAGR & HE
HangatEOR THEZEXHL T, B
BADFHREOAEFE I E TN T, Bl
N—g IR ET > Fr oERICEN T
WAHRRE2 AL, HETIIELDHDOFEHEIK
DREERENCHESE L T2 Z EREINT
W5, Lal, #WICHARERN L EADHRT S
N, HFERT7NLY 3 7o —hgiigHT 5 &3k
BEALMHALZMEEL, EroHFKE, 9 KeRE]
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Modern developments have shaken up the
classes like peas in a hopper. An annuity, and
a comfortable cottage..../ Manufacture is
the single vocation in which a man’ prospects
may be illimitable. Hee-hee!. .. .they may buy

up before they die! (p 297)
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ZTRFR LEI N, AR ARIRORE K &
), BEMG@wOR T/ F7i13—H ‘the new
woman' [ L Wwic]E -7, 4 X)) A Ti31870
0 51900F D 30EM, LWHEMBDOEDORAL &
I T3 2oz, [HLwik]® 9729
HEMIZH - & 0, Charlotte Bront#, George
Eliot, Meredith, George Gissing, More,
Thomas Hardy DYER7= b3, ZF->TIHL
Wit] #ESOPTAIEL, HicEYHBLZD
ThH5.
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Hardy 12 [#L W& ] Ofm L ELEH 5
&, BLDOTMEEALEL 7208, £ORENE
o 4 > 1%, Elfride, Bathsheba, Ethelberta,
Eustacia, Grace, Tess, Sue % & Th b, L»
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2ANIZTTH B, KEOWMFARSCHEIL, A
I [H Lk LBDLUHHL, T N—%
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B BN L Lh s ZO/ Nk D TE T2\,

The two absent brothers and two absent
sisters — eldest members of the family —
completed the round ten whom Mrs Chickerel
with thoughtless readiness had presented to a
crowded world,. ... (p 123)

EHD LI RN~ F 310 ARBHHRD 5
#HH T, BEHOHEHE % W5 VGICEIPATY S
XYL RANE LTRSS AN L7zl
—EIZRB L &R EY - 25, WoIEEBfR
BEEL, Fo L VROKEFEERD % L Tt
RHLEEBTARBLEL, HHAL ) ZZA0RE
BES NDBEHEAHE» b FUg#NL Tk
5, WibiHE» LY FrOBAE LY,
M2 AL THEEXTBICH72-T, &R
A& L THHOEE, BEROBTHEL L TW5
RBEEDO—FHr o FcEFTrZ Lick b,
Tam I ZMEORRTH S, Ll
X— %A%, ‘It is my duty, at all risk and all
sacrifice of sentiment, to educate and provide
for them (=her younger brother and sisters)’
(p136) L T » T b & iz, filil5 0
BEICLT, GaEROERE B2 L“Ci’(?’r
b 2BE L 2T UE % b e » 12 Do B
WKHLGEZATHS, 550D, WHIEF
VA= ZINVENEEE & LT ‘the remmeration
was actually greater than in professions ten
times’ (p 213) &, BWLEZFEIZEEVW-T W5 ADI0
fEDWATH N, 2 A0 E 2 ADfiizEn--T
W, REDGNEEbLETWITIE, —FKDOET
[T S22 TH 5. Hardy 3L OFREE
IZHDHEL, BREEEZE THREN7 0y b
%@%LT%.O&O,*EL%&%@%@#
B FF D - 72 £ 1 A 21T 12T BRI
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NZWwWoHTH5H, "We must not be poor in
London. Povery in the country is a sadness,
but poverty in town is a horror’ (p 179) &, &k
B> TWbIEh b IDMITHENRS,

Z LT, FERIETERER, S kR & v
I WOHIT B LHIN L VD 5 IR OEE
ZAREDOH T, BHLDLITZDIFER I T
W% 5. Hardy 38— H L T, =& 3—
7 % ZOWBICIRIG S, fMdiciEn B o
HokEs REICHWTW S, flz21iE, BEK:
LOBBIC AN EHZL L) EREL 05,

If God Almighty had only killed off three -
quarters of us when we were little, a body
might have done something for the rest ; but
as we are, it is hopeless! (p 314)

E,IOADFHNI/ 4% ZREDMA T L T T L
ns &Y BEE Sy, 72 'Experimentally,
I care to succeed in society ; but at the bot-
tom of my heart, I don’t care’ (p 136)& & - T
A7z, RTE, KoL) IcHMoEEICH 2
»RT, WhoExEEEL Twab,

1 am sick of ambition. My only longing now is
to fly from society altogether, and go to any
hovel on earth where I could be at peace (p
282)

I cannot endure this kind of existence any
longer. I sleep at night as if I had committed
a murder ; I start up and see processions of
people, audiences, battalions of lovers
obtained under false pretences — all denounc-
ing me with the finger of ridicule. (p 282)

2%, HHRIFLERTT, “EEE2 KDY
Db, £9FH5Z L LHKRT, BIADAE THE
MAEHZLNTOEENBMHPRERL LD %
>TC, BAZRLI2L ) e RFFTHIRS & FF2
Twa, L) —#lE, Hara—74 274 b
WTHIEELF2NEF NI, HHE2EIR
REEAT, a/STHENT 2ROHRETH 5.
DN TEBWa Nk, TN /N—FhF- T
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Kz L ZBNL T WwEKR:BAE - Tleh
5T, BVIINTWEEh, AFTITHLWwEDR
BIEL TWBDERT, K754 Fotasx
*EAHT 5.

The ass looked at Ethelberta as though he
would say, ‘Why don’t you own me, after
safely bringing you over those weary hills?
But the pride and emulation which had made
her what she was would not permit her, as the
most lovely woman there, to take upon her
own shoulders the ridicule that had already
been cast upon the ass. (p 242)

E5 LTHBDL D LD T s
FurlFhusoliELiE, BERORLORT
HoY, T4 FEREDPZDERZFTIEL Cm
NWERIEMT S, L, KBORBESHTD S
DLEICBWEETH, ZOFEICRTE, &L
B AD, Lo T "My God, what a thing am
IV (p 242) WP L TL H B,

H.C. 74 >3, = "—2%2FL T [
LIS WFTEN e HELMI & A ERE R
Ko, BERICOWTIMIOREIR D <, ik
DT AN T EEOEE L, 20w
CHDANEFH &V wmlonwiEKICE - T b
FHLHEENS] ® LT3, ZHUXER
TH5. L. A Bjork (=t —F2KD k
ICRTWS,

She is practical but sensitive, socially ambi-
tious yet in love with a poet and sensitive to
the need of her family. Conscious that ske can
move in either divection, Ethelberta ultimate-
ly opts for social ascent, which means in this
case, ethical decline.”
(Italic mine)

WG E LIRS H ), ACH LTRSS
NTHRFLOLITENLHETIEH 5655 RIZIEET,
LELCIEFICERE S D TH B, HRHIER
T 5B DI ‘social ascent’ FEATZD
IZ ‘ethical decline’ & %, ethical growth 45

LNEWENPTHIDIIELSEES. ik ho
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fifEERIcZEDE, HOORE2 &L T, FE%
FRICTHIE2BH - LENY-T, HiER
ERL TTK BED®R ST, BELIHEMNE
FOUDTEREZ, b oo %
DFEfELEZ L ). ANtk eanshot 5k
DHBIER IV AL 7P DHEDRDEZL T %
ETe—>T5HLTALY.

Perhaps what seems so bad to you falls lightly
on her mind .... A title will turn troubles
into romances, and she will shine as an inter-
esting viscountess in spite of them (=trou-
bles) ( p 318) (Itlic mine)
L, TN D ERBEERBEL 22 LT,
Wl 2|/ 5 5z - T, ‘A coronet covers a
multitude of sins’ (p 318)EF->TWd kI
LEEDA MBS ST UL, BEREHEHKS
Wz, FHhoEEThHho72 L) 2

IR W= RITKRD [#EEBL opTL &
b2 TUTE 2\,

4. &% B B

TN =23, RFEIIC DRI AT
o, FAELLT, BIFLLTHSDTHE
#EL, HOBRENICXZ TN BHED
F e B s, ACBRBICRE D 20 0F]
wE DO TMED 5 REEICNTTHLO LT
BREBETLH2NDTHSE, 2L T

We shall have to receive him (=Lord Mount-
clere), and make the most of him, for I have
altered my plans since I was last in Knollsea.
(p 287)

E=T Y P2 VTIHE DO EREL, TEK
WMOMH TH B EERTSH, 22T Hardy i
TN DRBFBRERF L TRDLHICE
> T3,

What she contemplated was not meanly to
ensnare a husband just to provide incomes for

her and family, but to find some man she

might vespect, who would maintain her in
such a stage of comfort as should, by sefting
her mind free from temporal anxiety, enable
her to further organize her talent, and provide
incomes for them herself. (p 212)

(Italic mine)

iU, BOOREKECHREZL L THELS
21, RELFERTBEEZZCI LMELZ2EHE
WHIRZFHHICEZD2DEBNTHOIERAH.
ZZTHEME L THEAHKRS B, HiiiSs
ORI, LT REEMIEL TS N5 B
ZLT, HFORENICL > TUNAZBRTERD
KEZHREL TWIT 2Ll T Nbs8H%
RATF22EE LT3, D NHEL T,
FKICHRETHZ &%, BHEBICOREMICY
HIZLL TWIT AR ELELRIEL TS LB
BewoyZrice), BAeEN7 2 I =X aic—
B L 5000 5.
BREZBRAL 72617 HTH L, B
EFNFIKREEDBREZBSLN TN HHT, EW
DT b IVTHERAIZDIZ, ERETHS
ZEERBEL, Bk FND—EDIPROLEER
FE70DDBRIRTH 702D, EEERC
loveless marriage (2 ¥5Y) 2 kR 2 v E &, a4t
EFEFE E (FREDE, 18344F) A4 X1 2
TREEBENELNEHHELTXEFLWERNE
AR RIEL BB L 5727280 THH ).
Z L THECKEEZ B, Hrh) oD
2@ Tnb, £z ki,

....how few these were may be inferred from
her opinion, true or false, that two words
about spigot on her escutcheon would sweep
her lovers’ affections to the antipodes. (p 280)
EFHILTB LIS, BEOR LS IUSR
ANfzh (R4 VT4 7x1N) OEELED,
BFTENLLEAH) LDBuBniZ i E
£TH5. If you (=Neigh or Ladywell) only
knew all’ (p 198) & #*, ‘I wish there were no
different ranks in the world’ (p 199)+ - T
WHRZEDLLHATH S,
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ik L 72 & 91z Hardy 13, =t "—%%
FICZHIR—DREICE S, HLnBML %
PEEFHED IS L CLEEEOEFREHL T
0%, ZIZTLAEE, ZEHEOKMTEAKD
WL Th 5,

There lay open to her two directions in which
to move. She might annex herself to the
easy-going high by wedding an old nobleman,
or she might join for good and all the easy-
going low, by plunging back to the level of
her family, giving up all her ambitions for
them, setting as the wife of a provincial

music-master named Julian.... (p 279)

ZDE IS, BRITIFEER & ORI & 5 “the
easy-going high’ icd, L LV ET LY 2
1) 7> & ‘the easy-going low’ 123 Z# 7
DS LB H - 72D TH L. L THERE
(213,

Ethelberta is forced to curb her own passions
for the responsibility she feeds for her desti-
tute family when, having realized that her
own earnings will not suffice to maintain her
relatives. She faces the opportunity of reliev-
ing their situation by a financially rewarding

marriage. {p 279)

KExd ) EL2ELE&+¢ ‘a financially
rewarding marriage’ % 3®(F, ‘never before in
her life had she treated in such a terribly cool
and cynical spirit as she had done that day’ (p
219 =7 b 7L TN E DR Z G ERH 2T &
&, ‘I shall think it a great honour to be your
wife’ (P29 E B HIDTHh b, bkl DEICK D
DT [Hk] 72659 & Z AL D love ~D
#7 & “loveless, passionless marriage’ (2 %49
LBV by s, £z, <
2 b 7L TN FIE It becomes a lady to
make a virtue of a necessity’. (p 383) &, ‘love-
less marriage’ # #1140 FTEISHWZ TH Y,

“Your beauty, dearest, covers everything!’ (p

"F

38NEEF oM EEL ‘A Coronet Covers a
multitude of sins’ & § ) LN FHEHS _ANS
BOREMETEEZ T A=A ICERL T3 k&
5 72,

5. ¥ U

DL ITWEER B TA B &, The Hand
of Ethelberta » “Hand” ?FEIE, R. Gitting
DFEFGED “Hand” in marriage & Playing of
her “hand”® 2% ) [#M] & (Mo DFEL
SR | #FWTENERSTZETHE
EWGrir otz Zof, [ FHFE] A

[Tl (T tnERLI TR TUTE
571759,

£ ##T ‘She got to be my lord and my lady
both’ (p 387)E HERA B> TWnwb Loz, =+
Nos— 203 [§HE] & [8F ] o "% % Tikic
Ry EBEEEN ] & M #B-720TH
5, WRIZHBT 5 L ELICKNE AR,
HaEWH L, Kic&it - GiRE2 Rz, FEL
MAAZ KIRIZEEB L, RERL 72RZICEHIEZ DT
THNEHESCHENFHE L PRREOEED LRSS
HuDE ) #NICE L F TREEICEBLEZN[F
Bi)] 23R\, M2 THGDOTEEDIFTNLHM
FHFOBELHIT TS, ZZICHETLET
DEFNEH T E N DFIFIZT 12 RN L nT
B2 ThHH 9D, WRIFEZHTHL
WL Z YT D BV T s 72 n7s, KPR Z o k&
IICREFE-> T 5,

But she stood her ground. She was put upon
her mettle ; and one by one they got feel
there was somebody among them whose little
finger, if they insulted her, was thicker than a
Mountelere’s loins. She must have had a will
of iron ; (p 390) (Italic mine)
FE (HOEE] 2ot uvAf i3RLY
LA S NEREINL L)tk -7, ZLT
AR SIATE, RENEELHEE TR
FEMIEAL A0, B A HIR L TRRER LY 5.
L LEDE )P FE FITHTHHICEEL T
oy 37 FE IS B WS 52, “Tis sad
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condition for one who ruled womankind as
he, that a woman should lead him in a string
whether he will or no’.(p 388) (Italic mine)
ELF-oTWEY, HBHWIE, FEHITHKEL,

FEBZZZL)5Xx ) T7—>rOMBIK
UBHHEOBELEIEL ) 2O EB* T
FLTWBDLHNZG N, o TR/
Z % L] DEBEDREITMZ 5DIT
T4 TH A . unhappy ending THH Z &8
%\~ Hardy B TI3E 5 L { happy ending
TH5LHH, TN N—FHEH happy L DH
unhappy %% D%, Hardy 13 H L <~ FilF
TR LICHBEE S IELE T LN
EAANEETH S, KEED v v 2 nfFHE D
n, FIREHOENEE * EHICRHRES ¢, =

X

Vo3 F 3 Uy B TEAT THT S REB 72T %
Redbznlr—>rT, 7)XF7 73 HEL~D
THHe o 12 Z & 2D, KEDFIEEE S
T, ko 2T kA B LIAL, Lol
I )N F I I DFEER R D LIRS RN E
ST Wiz, @S- TITCERDR
KEFrOrS3mDITLIDH, love 28T,
ambition (24 &, HPK F E@IC L B - 72 ‘a
will of iron’ DLWDAET L7 KL, FiHEZ
NEFNDOEM L imagination 12 &, H 2 TEE
B Hardy M¥En7 7 =2 7 ThHAHH», &
b b AL b 5 2 3R ) e 8, MET L
SRS L, R - B HE 2 HIEL G,
Bz bBITS [(FLvwie] 2R280WH»T
LNDTH5,
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