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Images of the Word “Spirituality” Among Nurses on Palliative-Care and General
Wards, General Citizens, and University Students
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Abstract

We conducted a questionnaire survey in this study to clarify images of the word “spirituality” and to
identify its perception status and the characteristics of the images in each of 4 subject groups by targeting
a total of 1,018 subjects comprised of 97 nurses on palliative-care wards, 248 nurses on general wards,
429 general citizens and 244 university students. A total of 421 (41.4%) perceived the word, including
among those, by group, 83 nurses on palliative-care wards (85.6%), 136 nurses on general wards (54.8%),
92 general citizens (21.4%), and 110 university students (45.1%). The images of the word obtained were
organized into 7 core categories based on the similarity of their content: “transcendental,” “internal self,”
“human existence,” “attitudes toward life and death,” “belief,” “well-being and pain,” and “others and
environment.” The 7 core categories were derived from all 4 groups. The variety of these categories
confirmed that spirituality was a subjective and abstract concept, inspiring a broad range of images.

” K

The above core categories proved similar to existing scientific concepts. “Mass media,” “supernatural

phenomenon” and “negative image” were not classified into the categories. Over ten percent of nurses

on general wards and about twenty percent of university students suggested “mass media.”
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