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Abstract

This study focused on four areas of health care policy which set the stage for the introduction of
ultrasound in prenatal examinations in Japan: medical law, the National Health Insurance system,
public financial corporations for medical institutions, and maternal and child health laws.

The efforts of industry to expand the market for medical devices influenced the introduction of ultra-
sound equipment. The private sector was aided by government policies aimed at fostering new industries.
Physicians, engineers, and the Japan Medical Electronics Academy were also powerful proponents for the
use of ultrasound equipment in hospitals. Another crucial impetus to the introduction of new technologies
in the clinical setting was the high fees that could be charged for their use national health insurance.

These findings point to a major shift in prenatal care as a result of ultrasound examinations. That is,
the prenatal examination has changed from monitoring normal progress of pregnancy to an emphasis on

early detection and treatment of abnormalities.
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