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Abstract

Purpose: To elucidate and discuss geographical differences in the number of pensioners in the Long-
Term Care Insurance System and their significance as health indices in Gifu Prefecture.
Materials and methods: An analysis was done on the number of certified pensioners in each level of

municipality category 1 insured persons for each Gifu Prefecture.

Results: Major findings were as follows.

1) A large variation was found in the pensioner prevalence ratio in terms of the amount of support
required (0.21-3.55). In general, the variation was smaller at low level care (support required and
care level 1) and greater at higher level care.

2) The pensioner prevalence ratio was higher in the municipalities with smaller populations, and reached
5.30 for those aged 65—74 municipalities with populations less than 1000.

3) The ratio was higher in the geographically central municipalities of Gifu prefecture. The meaning
of this finding is unclear.

4) The ratios of major cities in three districts were higher (>1) than those of surrounding municipalities.

7) The prevalence of Long-Term Care Insurance System pensioners is thought to be a reflection of
ability to provide not only medical but also social and cultural aspects including the thinking about

service availability of home care and ways of thinking about Care giving.
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