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Abstract

As a part of the 10th anniversary of the existence of Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare, es-
tablished as a 4-year college in April, 1991 to foster orthoptists (ORT) for the first time in Japan, a
fact-finding research was conducted to determine whether the education acquired at this school meets
the requirements of contemporary medicine, advances in medical science, a low birth rate/aging society,
and the IT (Information Technology) society. Questionnaires were distributed to 126 students of the
first to fifth graduating classes of the Orthoptist Course, the Department of Sensory Sciences, Faculty of
Medical Professions seventy seven (62.6%) responded. The results revealed that 86.6% of the graduates
worked in a clinical field, mainly concerned with orthoptics and ophthalmologic examinations. Diseases
managed by ORT included refractive errors, strabismus, amblyopia, cataract, and glaucoma, in that or-
der of frequency. Educational content given soon before graduation was evaluated as “useful for works”
by 43% and “a pride” by 50%, whereas 68% felt a lack of skill. Because of specialization in medical
science, every ORT is required to have a wide range of academic knowledge, skill techniques, and human
compassion. The results of the present questionnaire survey give a clue to the betterment and evolution

of the university education for ORT.
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