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Abstract

This study was done to study the emotional responses seen in elderly patients with end stage renal
diseases, who are undergoing continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) treatment. Information
was obtained by questionnaire from 410 patients undergoing CAPD. Patients were divided into two
groups, those who were less than 65 years old at initiation of CAPD and those were older than 65. The
mental, emotional, and psychological changes, pre- and post- therapy, were analyzed and compared in
these two groups, in relation to the knowledge and information these patients had received. 70% of
the patients had decided by themselves to accept the CAPD treatment, and the remainder had had
doubts about receiving treatment. Half of the elderly group had selected CAPD by themselves, based on
negative reasons, feeling anxiety at the initiation of CAPD. From the results of this study, it would be
important, from a nursing standpoint, to make an effort to give more therapeutic information to elderly
people early on. The proper procedures for obtaining informed consent from the elderly should be given

further study.
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