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Abstract

The effectiveness and significance of assingning a regular staff physician to a special nursing home for
the elderly were studied by reviewing the actural conditions and opinions of residents and other staffs
regarding the periods of three years respectively before and after the assigment.

Subjects were all Residents at home A in Okasyama prefecture (capacity: 110person) between 1993
and 1998. the actual conditions were studied by perusing medical records and referring to the deaths
certificates, ect.

The results revealed that the assignment of a regular staff physician reduced the number of the outpa-
tient clinic visits and those hospitalization, the duration of hospital stays and the number of those given
medication and of the kinds of medicatins, elevated the age of the dead, increased the numbers of deaths
at the home, however, decreased the numbers of deaths within 24 hours after the onset of illness and of
deaths by heart disease, and,increased the incidence of natural death.

While the Special Nursing Home serves to support the life of residents, the severity of illness and aging
of the residents are intensifying. there is an increasing number of homes giving terminal care, indicating
that the role of medical services at Spcial Nursing Homes is greatly expanding . It is essntial for care of

the aged that regular staff physician are assigned and features of a welfare facility retained.
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