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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the validity of the legal process for deaf-and-
dumb people from a psychological perspective. The main points at issue are as follows:
(1) Validity of legal procedures against people who are unable to defend themselves, (2)
Irrationality of indeterminate sentencing, which can be for as long as 17 years, (3) Lack
of social support and education for disabled people, (4) Reliability and validity of judicial
evidence prepared by psychological experts.

After a consideration of these problems, the following conclusions were drawn : (1) The
Japanese judicial system has not been completely fair to disabled persons. Therefore, the
present legal procedure should be reconsidered from the standpoint of human rights. (2)
Psychological considerations should play a greater role in the question of human rights
for handicapped people to promote normalization and provide social support.
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