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Abstract

This research clarifies the mental state of patients with cancer. We observed the

writings which they or their families wrote during the period from the onset of the

disease until they died.

According to Kashiwagi, the struggle against cancer is progressively characterized by
hope, doubt, anxiety or fear, irritation, depression and finally acceptance or resignedness,

the writings were categorized to analyze the characteristics of each stage.
The results were as follows:
1) The contents of the “hope” stage changed as the disease progressed.

2 ) The acceptance of death was more difficult to achieve when the patient was not

appropriately informed.
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