I EFEBALF2E Vol 6 No.2 1996 251260

3
Y — B2 DN HIEICE T 6 —& %2
—— ERE O TR E W ——

wmoORE BB
NSEFRARIE A BRARASEHE B AR
(F i 8 411 H 20 A %)

A Study on the Measurement of Equity
in the Medical Care Service
An Analysis of Medical Care Costs among Income Groups

Kannosuke SAITO

Department of Medical Social Work
Faculty of Medical Welfare
Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare
Kurashiki, 701-01, Japan
(Accepted Nov. 20, 1996)

Key words : equity of medical care service, Lorenz curve, Gini’s coefficient,

Atkinson measure, income groups

Abstract

Considered from the viewpoint of welfare policy, medical care service should be
delivered equally to persons in equal need of medical treatment irrespective of age,
status, income level, etc. This paper offers some methodologies to measure the equity in
the delivery of medical care service among income groups. After a presentation of a
theoretical model, which contains a sort of Lorenz curve of the cumulative proportion of
medical care service, Gini’s coefficient and Atkinson measure, the equity in the medical
insurance system of Japan is examined as an empirical study.

This paper shows that Japan’s system has succeeded in achieving equal treatment in
medical care. This paper also shows that the determination of equity depends on the

value judgement about each individual in the society.
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