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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to survey the change in images of psychiatric medical
service which therapy students had before and after lectures on this subject. Twenty-
service which therapy students had before and after lectures on this subject. 27 occupa-
tional therapy students and 41 physical therapy students were asked to write down the
words that described the images “a psychiatric hospital”, “a mentally handicapped
person” and “psychiatric occupational therapy” created in their mind before and after the
lectures. The results showed a tendency for the number of words regarding “a psychiatric
hospital” and “a mentally handicapped person” to decrease, whereas the number of
words regarding “psychiatric occupational therapy” increased after the lecture. Occupa-
tional therapy students who had met mentally handicapped person and seen psychiatric
occupational therapy being carried out in psychiatric hospitals had already developed
more affirmative images than physical therapy students before the lecture. Therefore, it
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is suggested that contact experiences have a great influence on the development of

affirmative images.
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