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Abstract

The Shadow in the Rose Garden by D. H. Lawrence unfolds its plot with a “secret”
affecting a young honeymoon couple. At first, the wife was able to keep the secert from
her husband, supported by her psychological superiority complex, which makes him
anxious, hateful and angry. As the story develops, the unexpected emergence of her past
lover in the Rose Garden, her sweet memorial place, leads to serious consequences. When
she finds him completely changed into a madman, she confesses her secret to her
husband. Shocked not only by her last love affair but the fact of her past lover’s madness,
he can’t help her stop her self dissolution.

The process of how the secret comes into the open described effectively from its
suggestion to its leakage is by Lawrence’s skillful construction of the story and his use
of a light touch. Especially his description of the wife without using a proper noun
represents Lawrence’s intention to give generality to her secret. As a result, the “shadow”
of the madman has the effect of exposing the madness itself to the light of day. It may
be concluded that the “shadow” is a metaphor for the madness within ourselves. With
such a meaning, The Shadow in the Rose Garden can be considered as a very symbolical
story of high quality.
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(1) A rather small young man sat by the
window of a pretty seaside cottage trying to
persuade himself that he was reading the
newspaper. (2) It was about half-past eight
in the morning. (3) Outside, the glory roses
hung in the sunshine like little bowls of fire
tipped up. (4) The young man looked at
the table, then at the clock, then at his own
big silver watch. (5) An expression of stiff
endurance came on to his facea. (6) Then
he rose and reflected on the oil-paintings
that hung on the walls of the room, giving
careful but hostile attention to ‘The Stag at
Bay’ (7) He tried the lid of the piano, and
found it locked. (8) He caught sight of his
own face in a little mirror, pulled his brown
moustche, and an alert interest sprang into
his eyes. He was not ill-favoured:--++- (9)
As he turned from the mirror a look of self-
comiseration mingled with his appreciation
of his own phisiognomy. (10) In a state of
self-suppression, he went through into the
garden. (11) His jacket, however, did not
look dejected. (12) It was new, and had a
smart and self-confident air, sitting upon a
confident body. (13) He contemplated the
Tree of Heaven that flourished by the lawn,
then sauntered on to the next plant. (14)
There was more promise in a crooked apple
tree covered with brown-red fruit. (15)
Glancing round, he broke off an apple and,
with his back to the house, took a clean,
sharp bite. (16) To his surprise the fruit was
sweet. (17) He took another. (18) Then
again he turned to survey the bedroom win-
dows overlooking the garden. (19) He start-
ed, seeing a woman’s figure ; but it was only
his wife. (pp. 139-140)
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(20) She was gazing across to the sea,
apparently ignorant of him------ (21) She was
a good-looking woman, who seemed older
than he, rather pale healthy, her face yearn-
ing. (22) Her rich auburn hair was heaped in
folds on her forehead. (23) She looked apart
from him and his world, gazing away to the
sea. (24) It irked her husband that she
should continue abstracted and in ignorance
of him ; he pulled poppy fruits and threw them
at the window. (25) She started, glanced at
him with a wild smie, and looked away again.
(26) Then almost immediately she left the
window.  (pp. 139-140)
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(1) ‘Do you think it’s any better place than
Bridlington ? ° ‘I do,” she said, ‘infinitely!
Besides, I am at home here — it’s not like a
strange sea-side place to me.” ‘How long
were you here 7 “Two years.” ------ ‘I should
ha’ thought you’d rather go to a fresh place’
She sat very silent, and then, delicately, put
out a feeler. ‘why ?’she said. ‘Do you think I
shan’t enjoy myself 2 (2) ‘But don’t say
anything about it in the village, Frank,” ------
‘Don’t say who I am, or that I used to live
here. There’s nobody I want to meet------ "(3)
‘I came to see the place, not the people.” (4)
‘T don’t want my past brought up against me,
------ " (5) ‘You won't give me away, who I
am, will you ? (p. 141. HH54&H)
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All round were rose bushes, big banks of
roses, then roses hanging and tumbling from
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pillars, or roses balanced on the standard
bushes. By the open earth were many other
flowers.------ Slowly she went down one path,
lingering, like one who has gone back into the
past. Suddenly she was touching some heavy
crimson roses that were soft as velvet, touch-
ing them thoughtfully,----- She leaned slightly
forward to catch the scent. (a) Then she

wandered on in abstraction---- They seemed

to fill the place, a sunny gay throng. She was
shy of them, they were so many and so bright.
They seemed to be conversing and laughing.
She felt herself in a strange crowd. It exhilia-
rated her, carried her out of herself. She
flushed with excitement. The air was pure
scent------ (b) She was not herself. (p. 143-
144)
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Then she started cruelly as a shadow
crossed her and a figure moved into her sight.
It was a man who had come in slippers,
unheard. (p. 144)
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(1) ‘I don’t disturb you - do I ?> -+ The
whole world was deranged. She sat unavail-
ing. For his hand, her symbols of passionate
love, filled her horror ------ (2) ‘May 1
smoke ?” he asked intimately, almost secretly,
his hand going to his pocket. ------ She sat pale
with anguish. But she had to go through. (3)
‘I haven’t got any tobacco.” he said thought-
fully------ She sat still in a frozen kind of
suspense. (4) ‘I smoke John Cotton,” he said,
‘and I must economize with it, it’'s expensive.
You know, I'm not very well off while these
lawsuits are going on.” ------ the shape she had
fine figure now slackened. And it was not he
------ It only filled her with horror too difficult
to know. (5) ‘Do you mind if I smoke 2" +-+---
She watched his hands----- Now they moved
inaccurately, and the tobacco hung raggedly
out of the pipe. (6) ‘I have legal business to
attend to. Legal affairs are always so uncer-
tain.” ------ Yet it was not he. She sat motion-
less with horror and silence. (7) ‘You don’t
know me ? she asked, from the terror of her
soul, standing alone.-:---- ‘Yes, I do know
you,” he said, fixed, intense, but mad, drawing
face nearer to her. (pp. 145-146)
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He stood and looked at her. At last he had
learned the width of the breath between them.
She still squatted on the bed. He could not go
near her. It would be violation to each of
them to be brought into contact with the
other. The thing must work itself out. They
were both shocked so much, they were imper-
sonal, and no longer each other. After some
minutes he left her and went out. (p. 151)
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