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Abstract

To establish a language training and support system for chronic patients or aged and

multiple-handicapped patients, we investigated seventeen patients who had received

language training at Okayama Saidaiji Hospital. Seventeen patients were classified into

three groups: six patients received mainly voice or articulation therapy; two patients

received mainly aphasia therapy; nine patients received mainly pragmatic communica-

tion therapy. We compared the degrees of disordered consciousness, nonverbal intelli-

gence disorders, aphasic symptoms and articulation disorders between the first assess-

ment (pre-speech therapy) and the last assessment (post-speech therapy), so we found the

following results.
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1. For the voice or articulation therapy group and aphasia therapy group, the therapy
based on the ordinary stimulation method was effective.

2. For the pragmatic communication therapy group, our therapy program was not
effective. We recognized that disordered consciousness was the main problem of this
group, and we discussed the need for establishing a new language training program and

support system including team approach and consultation with family.
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