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The Relationship between Players’ Independence and
Their Assessment of Coaches

Risa KURATO, Makoto TAJIMA, Shozo YONETANI and Shuji MATSUEDA
(Accepted May 23, 2011)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between players independence and their assessment
of coaches. Participants were 220 players in 10 soccer clubs. The scale of independence consisted of self-control,
originality, self-assertion, independent nature, judgment and initiative factors. The scale of leadership consisted of
performance and maintenance functions. Results showed a high correlation between the independence and leadership
scores of players in teams that had a large squad and a high competition level. Furthermore, there was a weak
correlation between leadership scores and the number of players in a team. These results suggest that in teams with
a large number of players and a high level of competition players’ level of independence influences their assessment
of leadership.
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